LETTERS  OF  GERTRUDE  BELL

usually frequent and they take the Stiffening out of you mote
than heat,

I'm not writing to father this week. It is a comfort he is
coming nearer. Australia is dreadfully far away isn't it.

Thank heaven, I hear that Cook is opening an office here so
that I shall no longer be the sole agent for tourists. . . .

To H.B.                                                    BAGDAD, June io/i, 1925.

We are in the thick of ele&ions and so far the results are
more than reasonably good. The eleftors choosing decent,
solid men. I don't think the House will meet till the autumn ;
the budget is not ready and cannot be prepared until a decision
on the Hilton Young report has been taken by both govern-
ments, so there's nothing for it to meet about. . < %

Now Fm going to swim. Petra is a great swimming dog
and loves it. She is a clever little thing but not as nice as Peter*

Are you glad to be home and to see so many of your family ?
You didn't say whether you saw Elsa in Ceylon this time.

To H.B.                                                   BAGDAD, June ijtb, 1925.

.... On Monday the Queen asked me to come and take a
stroll on the bank opposite the palace. I arrived about 5.15
and we spent half an hour in desultory* talk. Then I suggested
that we should cross over the river, but their launch was out
of order so at 6 I insisted on going over in a boat, Mme.
Jaudat, the Mistress of the Ceremonies had meantime arrived
with her little boy, and we all went over, the two girls, Ghafci,
Miss Fairley, H.M. and I. On the other bank I found that
leisurely preparations for a large meal were going on, in-
cluding a pile of fish waiting to be roasted . * * . and finally
about 7 a sort of high tea was ready, sandwiches and roast
fish and cakes. And as it was a very pleasantly cool evening
it was agreeable to sit there and eat,

To H.B.                                                  BAGDAD, ]tm *4t

It was very nice to get your letter home of June nth and
Mother's of June icth in which she says she is suffeiiflg so

734